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WVith improvements in and the lowering costs of photographic methods,
light and electron photomicrography have become indispensable for the
spread of biomedically related knowledge. Now color photomicrography is
within the range of most laboratory budgets, but to my knowledge there has
been no comprehensive practical guidebook on color techniques. This book
attempts to fill the need. Unfortunately, it is so loosely organized and general
that its usefulness as a practical handbook is severely limited. A more
specific criticism, probably related to the fact that the book was originally
released in Hungary, is that most of the equipment and the bibliography
cited by the author is not in standard use in the United States. For instance,
no mention was made of the American Optical line of microscopes. Further-
more, while the translation is clear and presumably accurate, the typography
is so poor that doubts arise concerning the content, particularly the tables.
There are numerous misspellings, and incorrect hyphenations. The effective-
ness of the numerous color plates is lessened because of noticeable print-
through and their heavy and artificial reflective coating.
Details aside, however, and because of the absence of other guides, this
book's redeeming quality lies in its application as a basic primer. It provides
theory for the neophyte in understandable terms. Unfortunately, it can-
not be used as a direct handbook because of the absence of specific informa-
tion. Its procedural outlines, such as the steps involved in developing color
film or obtaining exposure times, are relatively useless to the man in the
darkroom. Such a man needs to know ratings and speed of actual film
brands, the serial numbers of lighting units and who makes them, and the
trade names and idiosyncracies of developing solutions, and so on. Al-
though the book adequately presents the foundation of basic principles of
color photography, the time-proven methods of test stripping and trial and
error must ultimately be relied upon in the darkroom.
A text that combines the theory of color photomicrography with a com-
plete practical guide has still to be written.
LOUIS G. AUDETTE
BIOCHEMICAL GENETICS. Edited by Hubert J. van Peenen. Springfield,
Illinois, Charles C. Thomas, 1966. xviii, 332 pp. $12.75.
The beauty of a scientific theory is not enhanced by glamorous presentation
nor by an attempt to amaze the reader with size or complexity.
-Haig Papazian
This collection of papers on genetics suffers from a continual lack of dis-
tinction between proven fact and the wildest speculation; both are given
equal weight. Numerous references are given; many times these prove to be
secondary sources.
A sample from the chapter entitled "Pathology of Protein Structure and
Function" is given below.
Theoretically, mutations could result from the removal or deletion of seg-
ments of DNA from the genome or from additions of segments to it.57 They
could be due to inversion or rearrangement of loci within an operon,' since in
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